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The sight of small wooden houses lined along the great 
Mekong River is one of the charms of Amphoe Chiang 
Khan, a place of serenity and unique identity where 
the river makes its entrance to Thailand once again. 
Amphoe Chiang Khan is a destination that portrays 
the intriguing combination of the powerful Mekong 
River and the simple way of life of the local people.

The journey along the majestic Mekong River begins at 
the city of Amphoe Chiang Khan and passes through 
the Kaeng Khutkhu Rapids revealing magnificent                 
landscapes and an idyllic river-based way of life of 
the local people. The long and winding road that runs 
with the river makes for an impressive journey, offering 
scenic views of this stretch of the Mekong River all the 
way to Nong Khai province.

Small Houses by the River



A traditional, recorded history tells us that Chiang Khan was an ancient settlement 
for centuries and was located in Chana Kham District in former Lao PDR. and was 
established in 857 by Khun Kham, the son of Khun Khua of the Lan Xang Kingdom. 
Around 1707, Phrachao Sourigna Vongsa, the greatest King of Laos, passed away 
without an heir. This caused a battle for the throne that resulted in the split of Lan 
Xang, and territory up the Hueang River became Luang Prabang and that down the 
River became Vientiane. 

Later, the people of Luang Prabang established a city by the mouth of the Hueang River on the 
right of the Mekong River as a fortress and Vientiane established Chana Songkhram or Chana 
Kham as a fortress also. In 1777, King Taksin of Thailand commanded his troops to take control of 
Vientiane, bring back the Emerald Buddha, and re-assembled the Lan Xang Kingdom. However, 
during the reign of King Rama III in 1827, King Anouvong of Vientiane attempted to regain   
control of the area and took Nakhon Ratchasima. He was later captured and died in prison and 
Thai troops took control of Nakhon Ratchasima and moved the people to the city by the mouth 
of the Hueang River, to which they gave the new name ‘Chiang Khan.’

Chiang Khan, a small city by the mighty river
During the reign of King Rama V in 1874, the 
Haw, a Chinese group from Yunnan, destroyed 
Vientiane, Luang Prabang, and Sanakham. The 
people of Sanakham moved to the ‘Mueang 
Chiang Khan Mai’ but, as more and more 
people re-located to the new city, it became 
too crowded and was eventually moved to Ban 
Tha Na Chan, near the city’s present location. 

When Thailand lost territory along the Mekong 
River to the French colonial power in 1893, the 
city by the mouth of the Hueang River came 
under the control of the French. A district office 
was established in Mueang Chiang Khan Mai 
around Wat That called Chiang Khan Town Hall 
and was later moved to the area of Wat Phon 
Chai. In 1909, Phraya Si Akkahat was named 
the first Chiang Khan District Chief Officer and 
in 1941 the office was moved to where it is now 
located.

“Historically, Chiang Khan 
was a trading city with 
Sanakham District of Lao 
PDR. and other cities 
along the Mekong River. 
Chiang Khan Market was 
located among wooden 
houses by the river.”

Sunrise at Kaeng Khutkhu, Loei Province
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“No matter how much things 
change and how much time 
passes, Kaeng Khutkhu will always 
remain one of the most beautiful 
places to witness the mesmerising 
sunrise by the Mekong River.”

The ancient Thai-Lao tale
One of many great legends about the Mekong River is the tale about a giant called ‘Saluekhue.’ Saluekhue 
possessed a huge male sexual organ that dragged on the ground wherever he went. This gouged out a 
wide watercourse that eventually became a river called the ‘Khong River’ (‘khong’ is the Lao word for 
male or female sexual organs). One day, Saluekhue wandered along the Khong River and saw a wild 
water buffalo with silver horns. He threw a stone at the buffalo causing it to drown in the river. Saluekhue 
made a dam with large trees and rocks and tried to scoop out the water to find the drowned buffalo. The 
wooden dam made of the trees (‘khan’ in Thai) could not hold the weight of the rocks and broke into 
many small pieces (‘siang’ in Thai). The broken timber and the rocks are the origin of the name ‘Siang 
Khan,’ later becoming ‘Chiang Khan.’ The rocks in the middle of the river became Kaeng Khutkhu and the 
gigantic buffalo turned out to be the mountain, ‘Phu Khwai Ngoen’ or ‘silver buffalo hill.’

Ancient wooden house on Chai Khong Rd. 
in Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province

Historically, Chiang Khan was a trading 
city with Sanakham District of former 

Lao PDR. and other cities along the 
Mekong River. Chiang Khan 
Market was located among 
wooden houses by the river but 

when the relationship between 
Thailand and Lao PDR. at one point 
was suspended, the trade between 
the countries stopped. When relations 
were restored, a road was constructed 
through the area, isolating the houses. 
As a result, the old market among 
the wooden houses was left          
unattended, and these houses    

became a solitary cluster of          
residences for retirees. 

As time passed, a group 
of ar t ists travel led to     

Chiang Khan and discovered 
the charm of this small and  
slow-paced city. These artists 
joined hands with the local    
artists and re-created the       

energy and charisma of the wooden houses by the river. Souvenir shops, coffee shops, 
and guesthouses were established and the news of this fantastic, new travel destination 
spread through the most effective means of communication-word of mouth. 

Nobody can predict how popular and developed Chiang Khan will be in the future but 
no matter how much things change and how much time passes, Kaeng Khutkhu will 
always remain one of the most beautiful places to witness the mesmerising sunrise by 
the Mekong River. Several temples in Chiang Khan illustrate the original Vientiane     
architecture that cannot be seen in Vientiane anymore. The influence from the outside 
world might eventually have an impact on Chiang Khan, but its unique identity will 
always make it a special place to visit at least once in your life.

Interesting Info
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Pha Lom Sak, Loei Province

the Chaopho Kut Pong Shrine, located in the heart of the 
city, are good places to start, followed by paying respect 
to Phra Bang Mueang Loei, the highly revered Buddha 
image of this city housed in Wat Si Sutthawat.

Explore the way of life and the charming local culture at 
the Loei Cultural Centre before travelling to Phu Pha Lom  
Forest Park to discover the fascinating wildlife along the 
trails in the steep limestone mountains. Travel further to 
see the incredible natural wonders of the bamboo forest 
at the Upper Huai Nam Man Reservoir and Huai Krathing 
Reservoir, the main source of water for the Loei people. 

Continue the journey to Amphoe Chiang Khan, a place 
where visitors can enjoy the slow-paced lifestyle and the 
friendliness of the locals as they stroll along the road by 
the Mekong River. It is places like Chiang Khan that make 
this journey a memorable experience that warms your 
heart. 

Let your mind and soul drift freely along with the flow of 
the Mekong River on a boat excursion and enjoy the 
river-based way of life that dances in harmony with   
nature around Kaeng Khutkhu.

The route from Amphoe Chiang Khan to Amphoe Si  
Chiang Mai in Nong Khai Province that runs alongside the 
Mekong River allows visitors to discover the breathtaking 
views and tranquility of nature. The activities of the local 
people living by the river are mostly water-based, but 
they always take time to welcome visitors to their part of 
the world. 

Give yourself a special treat with the unspoilt natural  
resources of Loei, the unique province nestled in a fertile 
basin. Surrounded by mountain ranges, every footstep 
from Amphoe Phu Kradueng to Amphoe Mueang Loei is 
blessed with natural mystery. The sight of the sea of fog 
from the peak of Phu Kradueng at sunrise and the sunset 
when the sun kisses goodbye to the earth at Pha Lom Sak 
are dreams come true for those who take the time and 
effort to accept the challenge of climbing the hills. Also 
visitors can trek in Phu Kradueng National Park and enjoy 
the freshness of the water at Tat Hong Waterfall. 

Fascinating Attractions in Loei 
(Amphoe Phu Kradueng - Amphoe Mueang - Amphoe Chiang Khan)

‘Phi Khon Nam,’ the amusing Ghost Festival
Ban Na Sao enjoys a simple but fun Phi Khon Nam Festival in which 
people wear costumes and masks similar to the ones at Phi Ta Khon 
Festival but in darker colours. This festival is held around the time of 
the Rocket Festival in the 6th lunar month as a gesture of respect and 
appreciation to the ancestors who are believed to grant happiness 
and rain for their descendants. 

Not only are the mountains attractive destinations in Loei Province, but also there is the breathtaking 
scenery of the 225 million-year-old Suan Hin Pha Ngam in King Amphoe Nong Hin. This limestone 
area is believed to have been inundated in the past. 

Visitors are invited to take a moment away from the sheer beauty of the natural resources and pay 
respect to the important religious figures of Loei in Amphoe Mueang Loei. The City Pillar Shrine and 

Every second day of the waxing 
moon in the Thai calendar is 
when the people of Chiang 
Khan gather for a flea market 
called ‘Talat Nat Song Kham’ 
or the ‘second day of the   
waxing moon flea market.’ New 
and second-hand products 
from all around are sold for 
cheap prices at this special 
event.

Interesting Info

Interesting Info
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Relax your body with a Thai massage
At ’Khitthueng Na Chiang Khan’ souvenir shop, visitors can 
buy gifts and also relieve their tension with a traditional 
Chiang Khan style of massage. Urairat Mangmeesi (Auntie 
Koi) is a masseuse who practices pressure techniques and 
foot massages, as she believes that healthy feet are the 
secret to an efficient nervous system.

 Chai Khong Road Soi 19, near Wat Tha Khok.
 06.00 -21.00 hrs.   +66 (87) 037 6968 
 N 17°53′49″  E 101°39′35″   

Hand-woven quilts at Niyomthai
Having practised the art of hand-weaving quilts for 3 generations, 
Niyomthai is where visitors can find a good quality quilt. Niyomthai   
recognises the value of its cultural heritage and is determined to preserve 
this treasure for future generations. 

 Chai Khong Road between Soi 13 and Soi 14.  N 17°53′46″  E 101°39′22″

Sticky rice in bamboo tubes 
The local people of Chiang Khan normally take sticky 
rice in bamboo tubes as gifts when visiting other 
people. Tourists can find delicious sticky rice in the 
longest bamboo tube in Thailand and homemade donuts 
are available as well.

Suggested Route : Small Houses by the River, Chiang Khan's Way of Life
Amphoe Chiang Khan

The simple wooden houses by the river on Chai Khong Road of Chiang Khan welcome visitors. 
The houses are an extraordinary place enriched with the slow-paced and charming way of life 
that puts everyone under a magical spell. 

Offering sticky rice as alms to the monks  
Chiang Khan’s day starts early when people give alms to the 
monks. This beautiful ritual is similar to that of Luang Prabang, 
reflecting the bond between the two countries on either side of 
the Mekong River.

 Visitors can observe the cooking of sticky rice early in the morning every day.
 Chai Khong Road Soi 0, about 150 m. from Soi 1 heading towards         

Amphoe Tha Li.
 N 17°53′29″  E 101°38′40″

Sticky rice and food 
used when offering alms 

are available at the Chiang 
Khan Morning Market.    

Interesting Info



About 17 kilometres from Chiang Khan is Ban Na Pa Nat Village, 
the only place in the northeastern region of Thailand where the 
Thai Dam community resides. Brought over from Phuan in Lao 
PDR. during the Thai suppression of the Haw tribe around 1885, 
the Thai Dam people preserve their local traditions, way of life, 
and cultural heritage handed down through generations. One 
of their distinctive customs is the manufacture of products by 
a traditional weaving process that visitors can observe 
and purchase as souvenirs. Homestay accommodation is also 
available.   

 Take the Loei-Chiang Khan Route for about 38 km. and turn right 
towards Ban Na Si; continue driving for another 10 km. to Ban Na Pa 
Nat   N 17°47’52”   E 101°44’13”

Time for ice-cream
A scoop or two of Uncle Toep’s  
Thai-styled coconut milk ice 
cream is perfect to cool you down                  
after spending some time roaming 
around the city of Chiang Khan. 
Visitors can find Uncle Toep going 
around the city on his motorbike on 
weekdays or in front of his house 
located between Soi 13 and Soi 14 
of Chai Khong Road on weekends 
and public holidays.

Travel back in time at the retro cinema
Suwan Rama is one of the most popular coffee corners in Chiang Khan. It was once 
a cinema, but now locals and visitors enjoy coffee and 'khai kratha' or hot pan-fried 
eggs. Still maintaining the atmosphere of the cinema, Suwan Rama offers a retro 
ambience to visitors with its old chairs, movie projectors, and posters.

  In front of the entrance to Chiang Khan Market, at Si Chiang Khan Road Soi 9.  
 07.00-19.00 hrs.   N 17°53’36” E 101°39’17”

Classic wooden houses at 
Soi 11-Soi 13
Those who want to see traces of the Chiang 
Khan of olden days blending with modern 
times enjoy taking a stroll along Soi 11 and Soi 
13. The wooden houses have been modified 
and are now guesthouses, restaurants, coffee 
shops, or souvenir shops, but they still preserve 
the classic atmosphere of Chiang Khan.

An original recipe of the Thai 
Dam people that should not be 
missed when staying at Ban Na 
Pa Nat is ‘Chaeo Ot,’ a kind of 
nam-phrik made of fermented 
and dried caladium leaf.

The culture of the Thai Dam people at Ban Na Pa Nat Village

Chiang Khan’s classic 
recipes 
Food-lovers enjoy coming to Chiang 
Khan as there are several recipes that 
cannot be found anywhere else; such 
as, Khao Pun Nam Chaeo, Kaeng Sen 
or rice vermicelli with pork spare ribs 
soup. ‘Maeng dong daeng,’ similar 
to rice drop noodles, is a local food 
of Chiang Khan that should not be 
missed and you can choose to enjoy 
it in soup or in somtam.

Interesting Info Thai Dam people have their own special 
flower called ‘Tum Nok Tum Nu’ that is 
believed to be a kind of talisman for good 
luck and happiness.

Interesting Info
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Fourth Temple: Wat Tha Khok
Located on the bank of the Mekong River, Wat Tha 
Khok has been one of the highly revered temples of 
Chiang Khan since 1852. The Lan Xang style ubosot 
features ancient murals and houses three Buddha 
images made of granite in Lan Xang style. The stone 
inscription in front of the ubosot reflects the Lanna 
influence.

 Liap Chai Khong Road between Soi 20 and Soi 21.
 N 17°53’49”  E 101°39’36”

Fifth Temple: Wat Si Phanommat
Built by residents of Chiang Khan in 1954, Wat Si 
Phanommat presents beautiful mural paintings by 
local people depicting the life of the Buddha. The 
tranquil ambiance of the temple makes a visit to Wat 
Si Phanommat a calming experience. 

 From Si Chiang Khan Road, drive past the traffic lights 
and the temple is on the right-hand side.

 N 17°53’22”   E 101°39’37”

   

Chiang Khan, an ancient city by the river, is endowed with numerous temples that perform as 
centres of faith for Buddhist devotees. The nine temples tour in Chiang Khan not only provides 
the opportunity for visitors to make merit, but also to enhance their understanding of Chiang 
Khan’s history and culture. 

Second Temple: Wat Santi Wanaram
Known by the locals as Wat Non Pa Cha, the 70-year-old 
Wat Santi Wanaram was once named Wat Pa Siri Phithak 
Aranyawat. Visitors are invited to pay homage to the 
replica of the revered Phra Phuttha Chinnarat image in 
the ubosot and other Buddha images situated around the 
ubosot, as well as the Buddha’s footprint.

 Located at Ban Chiang Khan on Maliwan Road. 
 N 17°53’22”  E 101°39’15”

Third Temple: Wat Phon Chai
Built in 1900, Wat Phon Chai illustrates exquisite   

architecture. Housed in the temple is the principal 
Buddha of the Chiang Saen style in the sitting 
position as well as a wooden Buddha standing 
in the forbidding position.

First Temple: Wat Phu Chang Noi
Start the tour by making merit to the big Buddha in 
the ubosot of Wat Phu Chang Noi, a temple located 
on a hill. The natural surroundings of the temple area 
combined with the view of Chiang Khan from the 
top of the hill provide visitors with a sense of serenity 
and inner peace. 

  From the Chiang Khan Intersection, go straight for 1.2 km. 
then turn right and travel for 1.5 km. before making another right 
turn and going another 2.1 km.   N 17°52’53”  E 101°38’54”

 Chai Khong Road between Soi 2 and Soi 3.
 N 17°53’32”  E 101°39’19”

Suggested Route : Nine Temples Tour in Chiang Khan
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Interesting Info

Ninth Temple: Wat Maha That 
One of the oldest temples in Chiang Khan, 
Wat Maha That houses Luangpho Yai, a highly          
respected Lan Xang style Buddha image. Several 
historical objects; such as, a scripture cabinet, 
Khong Chai or gong, and the governor’s throne, 
are displayed at Wat Maha That. A not-to-be 
missed item when visiting this temple is ‘Hup Taem,’ 
ancient mural paintings.

 Si Chiang Khan Road, at the Soi 14 (upper part).
 N 17°53’44”  E 101°39’25”

What is ‘Hup Taem?’
Hup Taem is a mural painting by 
Isan people of the Northeast usually 
found in the ‘sim’ or ubosot. Most 
of the Hup Taems were painted by    
local artists using natural products 
and colours depicting Buddhist 
stories or local legends. 

Sixth Temple: Wat Si Khun Mueang 
A place that illustrates a pleasant blend of Lanna and Lan Xang art, Wat Si Khun Mueang, 
or what the locals call ‘Wat Yai,’ is a temple that has been with Chiang Khan for many 
generations. Registered as a National Heritage, Wat Si Khun Mueang exhibits several unique 
ancient artefacts worth exploring.

 Chai Khong Road between Soi 6 and Soi 7.   N 17°53’39”  E 101°39’10”

E ighth Temp le : Wat 
Matchimaram (Wat Pa 
Klang)
Wat Matchimaram is the result of Wat 
Klang and Wat Pa joining when erosion 
of the banks of the river caused damage 
to both temples. Situated in the ubosot is 
a Buddha image in the subduing Mara 
position and the temple also features a 
well-preserved ancient restroom, a unique 
and interesting reason to give this temple 
a visit.

 Si Chiang Khan Road Soi 10.
 N 17°53’40”   E 101°39’21”

Seventh Temple: Wat Pa Tai 
An ancient temple over a hundred years 
old, Wat Pa Tai today is the Centre for    
Buddhism Study. The ubosot features 
exquisite mural paintings by the people 
of Chiang Khan depicting the life of the   
Buddha. Wat Pa Tai also serves as a cultural 
centre displaying ancient artefacts relating 
to Buddhism and the cultural heritage of 
Chiang Khan.

 Near Si Chiang Khan Road, Soi 17 (upper part).  
 N 17°53’40” E 101°39’33”



102 103
The Mekong: Journeys along the River of LifeThe Mekong: Journeys along the River of Life

Driving along the Mekong River
Amphoe Chiang Khan-Amphoe Pak Chom-Amphoe Sangkhom-Amphoe Si Chiang Mai-Amphoe Tha Bo

The Mekong River is a symbol of peace and happiness and the journey from Amphoe Chiang Khan 
to Amphoe Pak Chom, Amphoe Sangkhom, Amphoe Si Chiang Mai, and Amphoe Tha Bo is a path 
that leads travellers to contentment. 

Say hello to the Mekong River in Thailand once again 
at Phu Khok Ngio, situated at Ban Tha Di Mi in Amphoe 
Chiang Khan. The Mekong River flows back into    
Thailand to meet with the Hueang River here, creating 
a stunning sight of a bi-coloured river. At Phu Khok 
Ngio, visitors can pay respect to the Phra Yai Phu Khok 
Ngio, the big Buddha in a walking posture before 
travelling around 7 kilometres to the Hueang River 
viewpoint. Here, visitors can walk across the sandbank 
to Lao PDR. during the dry season.

 Take Highway 2195 from Chiang Khan to Ban Tha Di Mi School 
and turn right to go another 2 km. to see the big Buddha image.

 N 17°49’10” E 101°33’17”

Start the day by witnessing a 
stunning sea of fog at Phu Thok
The sea of fog at Phu Thok is something worth 
getting up early for, as visitors are greeted 
with a panoramic view of Chiang Khan under 
the swirling fog illuminated by the sunlight. 
A popular spot to enjoy the sea of fog is on 
the top of the hill, near Chiang Khan’s 
telecommunication station.

 Around 5-6 km. from the centre of Amphoe Chiang 
Khan. Take Highway 211 towards Wat Ho Song Nang 
and follow the signs to Phu Thok. 

 N 17°50’10”  E 101°40’56”

One of the most revered Buddhist items of the 
Chiang Khan people is the Buddha’s footprint, 
enshrined on a whetstone at Wat Phra Phutthabat 
Phu Khwai Ngoen. On the full moon day in the 3rd 
lunar month, the temple holds an annual event in 
which people pay respect to the Buddha’s footprint, 
making this one of the major events in Chiang Khan.

 Located at Ban U-mung, from Phu Thok take Highway 211 
for around 3-4 km. and follow the signs to Wat Phra Phutthabat 
Phu Khwai Ngoen.  N 17°53’52” E 101°45’01”

Welcome the return of the Mekong 
River to Thailand at Phu Khok Ngio

Pay respect to the Buddha’s footprint 
at Phu Khwai Ngoen

Kaeng Khutkhu the spectacular cataract at the curve of 
the river 
A visit to Chiang Khan would not be complete without going to Kaeng Khutkhu, a large  
cataract in the middle of the Mekong River. Consisting of many rocks of different sizes and 
colours submerged under the water for a long time, the picturesque rapids at Kaeng Khutkhu 
are especially beautiful at sunrise as the rays of light reflect on the rocks and water.

 From Chiang Khan Intersection, drive 3.5 km. before turning left and going another 2.5 km.  
 N 17°54’26”  E 101°42’05”

From summer to the beginning of the rainy 
season or around February to May is the 
most suitable time to visit Kaeng Khutkhu as 
the lower levels of water clearly reveal the 
beautiful cataract.

• A boat trip along Kaeng Khutkhu is also available for visitors to get a closer view of this amazing 
natural phenomenon. The trip costs 30 Baht per person but visitors have to wait until the boat is filled 
with 15 people. Those who want to take a charter boat can do so for a fee of 400 Baht for a half-hour 
trip or 700 Baht for a one-hour trip.  
• Along the road that leads to Kaeng Khutkhu are several shops selling dried glace coconut, a famous 
souvenir from Kaeng Khutkhu. Visitors are invited to observe the making as well as the tasting of the 
freshly-made sweet coconut at the shops.

Thai-Lao folklore, the origin of the name “Phu Khwai 
Ngoen”
One day, the giant Saluekhue saw an enormous wild 
water buffalo with shimmering silver horns and threw a 
stone at the buffalo, causing it to drown. The giant tried 
to find the buffalo by building a dam of large trees and 
then scooping the water out of the river. The dam then 
became the cataract in the middle of the Mekong River 
known as 'Kaeng Khutkhu' today and the buffalo became 
the huge mountain or ‘Phu Khwai Ngoen.’ 

Interesting Info

Interesting Info

Interesting Info



104 105
The Mekong: Journeys along the River of LifeThe Mekong: Journeys along the River of Life

The road from Amphoe Pak Chom of Loei Province to Amphoe Si Chiang Mai of Nong Khai 
Province might be a long journey, but the scenic views of the Mekong River with the       
mountain ranges as a backdrop along the way, as well as the lively locals’ way of life by 
the river, makes the journey a pleasant travelling experience. 

Strolling along the sandy beach 
by Kaeng Fa 
At Kaeng Fa at Ban Hat Bia, Thailand and Lao PDR. 
are less than 10 metres apart. The area is full of white 
sandbanks and beautiful rocks of different shapes 
and sizes and was once a place where people 
panned for gold. Today, during the dry season, 
the Ban Hat Bia villagers collect rocks to sell as 
decorations and souvenirs.

 Located within Amphoe Pak Chom, around 7 km. from Ban 
Khok Phai.  N 18°03’46” E 101°43’37”

Experience peace of mind at 
Wat Hin Mak Peng
Surrounded by shady trees and overlooking the 
serene Mekong River, Wat Hin Mak Peng offers a 
moment of inner peace to people who visit this 
temple. Wat Hin Mak Peng was established by 
Luangpu Thet Thetrangsi as a dhamma retreat for 
monks, nuns, and Buddhist devotees.

 Located at Ban Thai Charoen in Tambon Phra Phutthabat, 
Amphoe Si Chiang Mai. Take Highway 211 (Nong Khai-Si 
Chiang Mai) and the temple is located at the Km. 64 on the 
right-hand side.  N 17°58’43”  E 102°25’37”

Pay homage to Luangpu Rian at 
Wat Aranyabanphot
Wat Aranyabanphot was built to honour Luangpu Rian 
Woralapho, a renowned monk in insight development. 
The temple features a museum and chedi enshrining 
the Lord Buddha’s relics in tranquil surroundings suitable 
for meditation practices.

  From Wang Nam Mok Village, drive 4 km. and turn left at the 
intersection. Drive another 2.5 km. and turn right at a T-junction. 
Continue driving towards Amphoe Tha Bo for about 9.3 km. before 
arriving at the temple.  N 17°57’56”  E 102°30’01”

The friendliness of the people of Ban Wang Nam Mok in Amphoe Si Chiang Mai of Nong 
Khai Province touches visitors. The village is proud of its cultural heritage and natural 
resources and has won an award as an outstanding tourism development and 
promotion organisation of the northeastern region for its efforts to share these with     
tourists. Visitors are invited to enjoy a homestay experience, observe the hand-made 
fabric weaving process, roam around the village on a bike led by a tour guide, take a walk 
amongst the natural settings, and participate in a ‘baisi su khwan’ ceremony. Before leaving, 
do not forget to purchase a delicate Pha Laeng lamp, the well-known OTOP product of this village.

 From Wat Hin Mak Peng, drive 200 m. before turning right and continuing the journey for another 6 km. (towards 
the Wang Nam Mok Waterfall). Turn right at the Huai Hai Health Centre. Drive another 3 km. and pass Ban Wang 
Nam Mok School, then cross the bridge to see the Tourist Information Centre located on the left. 
 +66 (42) 423 783, +66 (86) 232 5300  N 17°59’14”  E 102°22’41”

Wang Nam Mok, a village of warmth and smiles

Driving among the picturesque scenery from Amphoe 
Pak Chom to Amphoe Si Chiang Mai

Visitors are welcome to 
make a journey along this route 

no matter what time of the year it is. 
A different season offers a different 

ambiance to the trip as the dry season 
makes the cataract clearly visible 

amidst the flowing river, whereas the 
rainy season presents an evergreen 

natural beauty before your 
eyes. 

Pay respect to Luangpho 
Phrachao Ong Tue
Luangpho Phrachao Ong Tue at Wat Si Chomphu 
Ong Tue is a large Buddha image in a sitting 
posture cast in gold by local and Lan Xang 
craftspeople. It is 3.29 metres wide and 4 metres 
tall, and is highly revered by Thai and Lao 
people.

 Located at Ban Nam Mong in Tambon Nam Mong. Take 
Highway 2 (Nong Khai-Udon Thani) and then Highway 211 
(Nong Khai-Tha Bo) and the sign to the temple is visible at 
the Km. 31 at Amphoe Tha Bo.

 N 17°52’35”  E 102°34’32”

Useful Contact Information in Loei
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Loei Office   +66 (42) 812 812, +66 (42) 811 405
Loei Provincial Public Relations    +66 (42) 811 258
Provincial Police Station, Amphoe Mueang   +66 (42) 811 254
Provincial Police Station, Amphoe Chiang Khan   +66 (42) 821 181
Loei Hospital      +66 (42) 862 123
Chiang Khan Hospital     +66 (42) 822 181
99 Transport Co., Ltd.     +66 (42) 811 706   
Loei Transport Co., Ltd.     +66 (42) 811 737 
Loei Bus Terminal     +66 (42) 833 586

Interesting Info
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Accommodation

Shopping

Dining

The classic wooden houses by the river

Accommodation en route from Pak Chom to Si Chiang Mai
Agalin Holiday Villa

 133, Ban Thap Sa-ngao, Pak Chom-Si Chiang 
Mai Rd., Amphoe Pak Chom, Loei Province 42150
 +66 (42) 806 817, +66 (81) 926 5724
 www.agalin.com   N 18°06’08”  E 101°57’58”

Wang Nam Mok Homestay
 2 Mu 5, Amphoe Si Chiang Mai, Nong Khai 

Province 43130
 +66 (42) 423 783, +66 (86) 232 5300
 N 17°59’14”  E 102°22’41”

Amphoe Chiang Khan
Buai Hiang Quilts
 339/4  Soi 11, Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110 
 +66 (42) 821 570, +66 (81) 964 3303   08.00-18.00 hrs. and 

closed on every full moon day.  N 17°53’40” E 101°39’20”
Yai Mok Khao Lam or sticky rice in bamboo tube 
 11/3 Mu 1, Chai Khong Rd., Amphoe Chiang Khan, 

Loei Province 42110  Open only in the morning.
 +66 (89) 526 3688   N 17°53’29”  E 101°38’40”

Niyom Thai hand-woven quilts
 167 Chai Khong Rd., Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
 +66 (42) 821 246  N 17°53’46” E 101°39’22”

Pin Kaeo Dehydrated sweet coconut 
 Mu 4 Ruam Chai Naruemit Rd., Amphoe Chiang Khan, 

Loei Provfince 42110 
 +66 (42) 821 938, +66 (82) 835 4976
 N 17°54’27”  E 101°41’40”

*For more information on accommodation, restaurants, and attractions in Loei, 
please visit www.tourismthailand.org/loei

Mekong River in the evening in Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province

Chiang Khan Guesthouse
 282 Soi 19, Liap Chai Khong Rd., Amphoe 

Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110 
 +66 (86) 232 8366, +66 (42) 821 691
 www.thailandunplugged.com 
 N 17°53’50” E 101°39’44”

Husband and Wife Guest House
 241 Mu1, Chai Khong Rd., Amphoe 

Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110 
 +66 (42) 821 492, +66 (85) 464 8008    
 www.husbandandwifechiangkhan.com
 N 17°53’41”  E 101°39’13”

Loogmai Guesthouse
 112 Mu 1, Soi 5, Chai Khong Rd., Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110 
 +66 (42) 822 334, +66 (86) 234 0011  loogmaiguest@thaimail.com
 N 17°53’37” E 101°39’04”

Poonsawasdi B&B Hotel
 251/2 Mu 1, Soi Chai Khong 9, Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
  +66 (42) 821 114, +66 (80) 400 8777  www.poonsawasdi.com
 N 17°53’40”  E 101°39’15”

Souk Somboon Hotel
 243/3 Mu 1, Chai Khong Rd., Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
 +66 (42) 821 064  souksomboon@gmail.com  N 17°53’41” E 101°39’13”

Chum Nua Yai Phat 
(local recipe of sukiyaki)

 319/1 Mu 1, Si Chiang Khan Rd., 
Soi 10, Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei 
Province 42110  +66 (42) 822 079 

 N 17°53’41”  E 101°39’18”
Khao Piak Soi 10

 Si Chiang Khan Rd., Soi 10, in front 
of Wat Pa Klang  +66 (85) 447 3812

 N 17°53’40”  E 101°39’20”

Pork in namtok noodle soup
 279 Mu 1, Si Chiang Khan Rd. 

between Soi 9 and 10, Amphoe 
Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
 +66 (86) 221 7428
 N 17°53’38”  E 101°39’17”

Suwan Rama Hot pan-fried egg 
with topping

 265/2 Mu 1, Si Chiang Khan Rd., 
Amphoe Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
 +66 (42) 821 218, +66 (84) 204 8504
 N 17°53’36”  E 101°39’17”

Luk Phochana Breakfast and dishes 
made of fish from Mekong River

 304 Si Chiang Khan Rd. Soi 9, Amphoe 
Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
 +66 (42) 821 251, +66 (85) 098 0985
 N 17°53’40”  E 101°39’1”

Fueangfa Pho So 2511
 285 Mu 1, Si Chiang Khan Rd., Amphoe 

Chiang Khan, Loei Province 42110
 +66 (42) 821 296, +66 (84) 034 9885
 N 17°53’38” E 101°39’18”


